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Town of Palm Beach United Way establishes Hurricane Melissa Recovery
Fund with matching gift from Mayor Danielle Moore

For Inmediate Release — Thursday, October 30, 2025
Contact: Aleese Kopf, 561-655-1919 or aleesekopf@palmbeachunitedway.org

PALM BEACH — In response to the devastating destruction caused by Hurricane Melissa, the
Town of Palm Beach United Way has created a Hurricane Melissa Recovery Fund to support
relief efforts in Jamaica, Haiti, and other communities impacted by this catastrophic storm.
Palm Beach Mayor Danielle Moore has graciously offered a $50,000 challenge gift to help kick
start the fund. Moore will match donations dollar-for-dollar up to $50,000.

“In times of crisis, our greatest strength lies in our compassion and unity,” said Moore, who is
also a Vice Chair of the Town of Palm Beach United Way Board of Trustees. “I’'m honored to
help launch this $50,000 matching gift to support those affected by Hurricane Melissa. Every
dollar donated will be doubled, bringing vital relief to families who are facing unimaginable
loss. Together, we can make a meaningful difference in their recovery.”

Hurricane Melissa roared ashore in Jamaica on Tuesday, October 28, as a catastrophic
Category 5 storm, battering the island with 185 mph winds, blinding rain, and torrents of
floodwater that surged through cities and neighborhoods. Trees were ripped from the ground
and roofs torn away as one of the most powerful storms in recorded history unleashed its
devastating fury.

After crossing over Jamaica, Hurricane Melissa churned toward Cuba, and then the Bahamas
and Turks and Caicos. The storm brought flooding rain, deadly landslides, and damaging winds.
At least 31 deaths have been attributed to the storm across the Caribbean.

“We are deeply grateful to Mayor Moore for her extraordinary generosity in launching this
urgent fund,” said Richard Rothschild, Board Chair of the Town of Palm Beach United Way.
“The devastation left by Hurricane Melissa is heartbreaking, but together, our support will

bring hope and help to those most in need.”

The Hurricane Melissa Recovery Fund will help provide food, water, medicine, medical
supplies, hygiene kits, cleaning supplies, financial assistance, and other emergency aid to
vetted organizations on the ground that are providing vital help to those who need it most.

To donate to the fund, visit https://www.palmbeachunitedway.org/hurricane-melissa-
recovery-fund. Checks will also be accepted. Please make checks payable to Town of Palm
Beach United Way with “Hurricane Melissa” in the memo and mail to 44 Cocoanut Row, Suite
M201, Palm Beach, FL 33480.

Donations are tax deductible and 100% will benefit communities and residents impacted by
Hurricane Melissa. For more information call 561-655-1919.
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PLEASE REMEMBER US IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS AND LET US KNOW SO WE CAN SAY THANK YOU.
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