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Town of Palm Beach United Way annual Empty Your Pantry Food Drive
begins April 1

For Release — Wednesday, March 27, 2024
Contact: Aleese Kopf, 561-655-1919; aleesekopf@palmbeachunitedway.org

PALM BEACH, FL — The arrival of spring in Palm Beach also signals the start to the Town of Palm
Beach United Way’s annual food drive. The 11" Annual Empty Your Pantry Food Drive runs Monday,
April 1 through Monday, April 15.

Non-perishable food items and monetary donations will be collected to benefit low-income
individuals and families struggling to make ends meet. This year the United Way is also encouraging
donations of kosher food items. Donors can drop off items at the town’s central and south end fire
stations, Field of Greens or the United Way office inside the Palm Beach Towers.

“The food drive helps our nonprofit partners fill their pantries for clients in need, and during a crucial
time as many agencies work to meet food shortages during the summer months,” said Board
Chairman Bill Tiefel. “Every item donated makes a difference.”

Each year the Town of Palm Beach United Way chooses two of its nonprofit partner agencies to
benefit from the drive. The agencies rotate each year. This year, food collected during the drive will
be donated to Ferd & Gladys Alpert Jewish Family Service and Farmworker Coordinating Council.

Alpert Jewish Family Service provides kosher food to vulnerable Jewish individuals, families, seniors
and Holocaust survivors facing food insecurity in Palm Beach County. The agency currently has two
kosher food pantries in West Palm Beach and Boynton Beach.

“Over the last two years, we have seen a 1000% increase in the number of requests for assistance
with food insecurity, particularly among younger families,” said Cara Gottlieb, Director of Food Pantry
Operations at Alpert Jewish Family Service. “In many cases, our food security initiatives serve as the
entry point that seamlessly connects people to all our supportive programs, from counseling to care
management.”

Farmwaorker Coordinating Council distributes food and food vouchers to meet the needs of local
farmworkers and their families. The agency distributes food from offices in Lake Worth and Belle
Glade.

“Due to the current inflation, many families are struggling to meet their basic needs,” said Denise
Negron, Executive Director of Farmworkers Coordinating Council. “The food donated will help these
families avoid suffering from hunger, and will also alleviate financial strain by reducing their monthly
expenses, allowing them to allocate their limited resources to other critical needs such as housing,
education and healthcare.”

In addition to food donations, the Town of Palm Beach United Way will gladly accept monetary
contributions. Residents can donate online at www.palmbeachunitedway.org/food-drive or send a
check. Checks should be payable to Town of Palm Beach United Way with “Food Drive” in the memo
and mailed to the United Way office at 44 Cocoanut Row, Suite M201, Palm Beach, FL 33480.

Food Drive partners include Field of Greens, Palm Beach Daily News and Palm Beach Fire Rescue.
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ONE COMMUNITY. ONE GOAL.



CLASS OF 2024

James Borynack
Nancy Brinker
Kristen Kelly Fisher
George Garfunkel
Stephen Hall, Jr.
Vicky Hunt
Ellen Jaffe
Jason Kalisman
Josephine Kalisman
Roberta Kozloff
leff Marcus
Heidi Niblack
Daniel Ponton
Richard Rothschild
John Scarpa
Laurie Silvers
Robbi Toll
Susan Wright
Mark Zeidman

CLASS OF 2025

Missy Agnello
Sean Baker
Howard Bernick
Sandra Bornstein
lorge Cabrera
Atesh Chandra
Wendy Cox
Ginny Edlavitch
Gail Engelberg
Lee Gordon
Ann Heathwood
Brian Hurley
Paulette Koch
Bill Mack
David Mack
Cara Coniglio McClure
Pamela Mclver
Bill Meyer
Trip Moore
Hess Musallet
Rita Nowak
Michael Pucillo
Farley Rentschler
Stephanie Ribakoff
Laing Rogers
Lyn Ross
Bill Tiefel
Betsy Turner
Debra Vasilopoulos
Kathryn Vecellio
Beth Wilf
Lisa Wilkinson

CLASS OF 2026

Suzanne Ainslie
Skip Aldridge
Ann-Britt Angle
Cynthia Boardman
Mark Cook
Carla Cove
Christine Curtis
David Duffy
Stephen Fiverson
Mary Freitas
David Frishie
Kimberly Goodwin
Arthur Indursky
Paul Kozloff
Kristen Lambert
Nancy Lane
Diane McNeal
Evie McNiff
Ross Meltzer
Danielle Moore
Katherine Parr
Barbara Rothschild
Louise Snyder
Jessica Surovek
Wally Turner
Simone Vickar
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Michael Bracci
Gail Coniglio
Diana Ecclestone
Michele Kessler
Sidney Kohl
Paul Leone
Margaret Luntz
Anita Michaels
Lesly Smith



