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Town of Palm Beach United Way business breakfast highlights
new job placement program: The American Dream Academy

For Release — Monday, October 17, 2022
Contact: Aleese Kopf, 561-655-1919; aleesekopf@palmbeachunitedway.org

PALM BEACH, FL — Business professionals and supporters of the Town of Palm Beach United Way
heard about a new program to help Palm Beach County residents find in-demand jobs during the
31 Annual Business and Professional Breakfast held on October 17 at The Breakers Palm Beach.
The American Dream Academy is a tuition-free, six-month online certification program designed
to teach adults the skills needed to pursue high quality technology-related jobs or advance in their
current careers.

Keynote speaker Dr. Kerry Healey, president of the Milken Center for Advancing the American
Dream, introduced the program to an audience of more than 225 people.

“Partnering with the Town of Palm Beach United Way allows us to share this life-changing
program with the community members who need it most,” Healey said. “By creating new
pathways to workforce training, we are connecting underserved communities with higher-level
employment opportunities, so they can achieve their dreams.”

Participants can complete certifications for 11 career paths, including cybersecurity, social media
marketing, web development, data analytics, IT support, E-Commerce, and sales operations.

“Our goal is to equip up to 200,000 Americans with the skills needed to move directly into well-
paid tech jobs or accelerate their path to a college education with up to 12 free course credits,”
Healey said.

Currently, more than 320 Palm Beach County residents have registered for the program.

“We are very fortunate to have been chosen by the Center to promote this program in Palm
Beach County,” said Richard Rothschild, General Campaign Chairman of the Town of Palm Beach
United Way. “The American Dream Academy will help residents find jobs and improve our local
economy. | hope everyone takes advantage of this amazing opportunity.”

The Business and Professional Breakfast has been sponsored by The Breakers for the past 31
years. It is the signature event of the Town of Palm Beach United Way’s Business and Professional
Campaign. The Business and Professional Campaign is co-chaired by Jay Clifford and Stacie
Hallinan. The goal of the 28-person campaign committee is to raise $395,000 from employees
and businesses that live and work in Palm Beach, South Palm Beach and Manalapan.

“The island business community is an important donor base for the United Way's overall
campaign,” said Clifford and Hallinan. “The Town of Palm Beach United Way wouldn’t be able to
serve our community without the support from employees, corporations, partners and others
willing to give back to make a difference in the lives of others.”

Donations from the business community help the Town of Palm Beach United Way fund 77 health
and human service programs at 41 nonprofit partner agencies throughout Palm Beach County,
that in turn serve more than 350,000 residents.
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CLASS OF 2023

Suzanne Ainslie
Jay Boodheshwar
Paula Butler
Mark Cook
Carla Cove
Christine Curtis
Christina Dennis
Sheila Fine
Mary Freitas
Juliana Gendelman
Darlene Jordan
Beth Lang
Matthew Lorentzen
Danielle Moore
Tom Quick
Cater Randolph
Joyce Reingold
Christine Stiller
Jessica Surovek
Dom Telesco
Simone Vickar
Rehecca Williams
Bob Wright

CLASS OF 2024

James Borynack
Nancy Brinker
Kristen Kelly Fisher
George Garfunkel
Felicia Taylor Gottsegen
Stephen Hall, Jr.
Vicky Hunt
Ellen Jaffe
Jason Kalisman
Josephine Kalisman
Roberta Kozloff
Jeff Marcus
Heidi Niblack
Daniel Ponton
Richard Rothschild
John Scarpa
Laurie Silvers
Robbi Toll
Susan Wright
Mark Zeidman

CLASS OF 2025

Missy Agnello
Sean Baker
Howard Bernick
Sandra Bornstein
Jorge Cabrera
Atesh Chandra
Wendy Cox
Ginny Edlavitch
Gail Engelberg
Lee Gordon
Ann Heathwood
Brian Hurley
Paulette Koch
Bill Mack
David Mack
Cara Coniglio McClure
Pamela Mclver
Bill Meyer
Trip Moore
Hess Musallet
Rita Nowak
Michael Pucillo
Farley Rentschler
Stephanie Ribakoff
Laing Rogers
Lyn Ross
Bill Tiefel
Betsy Turner
Debra Vasilopoulos
Kathryn Vecellio
Beth Wilf
Lisa Wilkinson

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Michael Bracci
Gail Coniglio
Patricia Cook

Diana Ecclestone

Michele Kessler
Sidney Kohl
Paul Leone

Margaret Luntz

Sydelle Meyer

Anita Michaels
Lesly Smith
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