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Town of Palm Beach United Way thanks volunteers, celebrates end of
grant review process during appreciation event

For Immediate Release — April 15, 2024
Contact: Aleese Kopf, 561-655-1919 or aleesekopf@palmbeachunitedway.org

Allocation Committee volunteers celebrated the end of the Town of Palm Beach United Way’s
grant review process at a cocktail party Thursday, April 11, at the oceanfront home of Melissa
and John Ceriale.

This year’s committee consisted of 130 community volunteers divided into 15 teams (roster
attached). They were responsible for reviewing 77 program applications from 41 nonprofit
agencies in Palm Beach County seeking grant funding from the Town of Palm Beach United
Way. Suzanne Brenner, Carla Cove and Diane McNeal served as General Chairs of the
Allocation Committee. Team Chairs were Missy Agnello, Diana Barrett, Tish Carlo, Sandy
Fleming, MM Lang, Fran Levy, Steve Magowan, Pamela Mclver, Amber McMichael, Joyce
Reingold, David Scaff, Louise Snyder, Jessica Surovek, John Tatooles, and Betsy Turner.

“This was my first year serving on the Allocation Committee for the Town of Palm Beach
United Way, and it was an unforgettable experience,” said Melissa Ceriale, whose team was
tasked with reviewing mental health funding. “I learned so much about the mental health
needs of our community, what nonprofits exist to help meet these needs, and how our donor
dollars are invested into programs that truly make a difference in the lives of our neighbors in
need. It's such an eye-opening and rewarding opportunity.”

Allocation Committee volunteers read program funding requests from area charities, analyze
financial data, review policies and procedures, meet with agency staff and board members,
deliberate as a team, and ultimately make funding recommendations to the United Way Board
of Trustees. Their recommendations will be voted on by the Board of Trustees at the Town of
Palm Beach United Way’s Annual Meeting on May 2 at The Breakers. Once approved, funding
will be awarded monthly from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.

"The level of commitment and effort our committee members bring to the grant review
process is truly amazing,” said McNeal, who oversaw teams focused on education. “The
recommendations for funding our Allocation Committee volunteers make are based on
significant due diligence; they ensure United Way funds are well invested.”

Programs reviewed support early childhood education, after-school enrichment, mentoring,
tutoring, literacy, college preparation, career readiness, access to healthcare, counseling,
behavioral therapy, day programs for seniors, substance abuse treatment, independent living
for individuals with developmental disabilities, financial education, job training and placement,
affordable housing, emergency shelter, food assistance, homelessness prevention, aid for
survivors of domestic abuse, and much more.

“It's an amazing experience to be able to see firsthand how your donation makes a difference
in someone’s life,” said Bill Tiefel, Chairman of the Board of Trustees. “It's also a remarkable
feeling to know that when you give to our local United Way, you know with complete
confidence that your donation is well-invested into programs improving lives and making Palm
Beach County a stronger, healthier, community.

Since the Allocation Committee review process began in 1945, more than $100 million has
been invested in programs that build strong educational foundations for children, create
healthy communities, lift families out of poverty, and improve the quality of life for residents
in Palm Beach County.

-end-

PLEASE REMEMBER US IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS AND LET US KNOW SO WE CAN SAY THANK YOU.



CLASS OF 2024

James Borynack
Nancy Brinker
Kristen Kelly Fisher
George Garfunkel
Stephen Hall, Jr.
Vicky Hunt
Ellen Jaffe
Jason Kalisman
Josephine Kalisman
Roberta Kozloff
leff Marcus
Heidi Niblack
Daniel Ponton
Richard Rothschild
John Scarpa
Laurie Silvers
Robbi Toll
Susan Wright
Mark Zeidman

CLASS OF 2025

Missy Agnello
Sean Baker
Howard Bernick
Sandra Bornstein
Jorge Cabrera
Atesh Chandra
Wendy Cox
Ginny Edlavitch
Gail Engelberg
Lee Gordon
Ann Heathwood
Brian Hurley
Paulette Koch
Bill Mack
David Mack
Cara Coniglio McClure
Pamela Mclver
Bill Meyer
Trip Moore
Hess Musallet
Rita Nowak
Michael Pucillo
Farley Rentschler
Stephanie Ribakoff
Laing Rogers
Lyn Ross
Bill Tiefel
Betsy Turner
Debra Vasilopoulos
Kathryn Vecellio
Beth Wilf
Lisa Wilkinson

CLASS OF 2026

Suzanne Ainslie
Skip Aldridge
Ann-Britt Angle
Cynthia Boardman
Mark Cook
Carla Cove
Christine Curtis
David Duffy
Stephen Fiverson
Mary Freitas
David Frishie
Kimberly Goodwin
Arthur Indursky
Paul Kozloff
Kristen Lambert
Nancy Lane
Diane McNeal
Evie McNiff
Ross Meltzer
Danielle Moore
Katherine Parr
Barbara Rothschild
Louise Snyder
Jessica Surovek
Wally Turner
Simone Vickar
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Michael Bracci
Gail Coniglio
Diana Ecclestone
Michele Kessler
Sidney Kohl
Paul Leone
Margaret Luntz
Anita Michaels
Lesly Smith



